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Renewal is possible in the midst of ruin.

"The word of the Lord that came to Joel, the son of Pethuel: 2Hear this, you elders; give ear, all
inhabitants of the land! Has such a thing happened in your days, or in the days of your fathers? 3 Tell
your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and their children to another generation.
*What the cutting locust left, the swarming locust has eaten. What the swarming locust left, the
hopping locust has eaten, and what the hopping locust left, the destroying locust has eaten.

> Awake, you drunkards, and weep, and wail, all you drinkers of wine, because of the sweet wine,
for it is cut off from your mouth. ¢For a nation has come up against my land, powerful and beyond
number; its teeth are lions' teeth, and it has the fangs of a lioness. 7 It has laid waste my vine and
splintered my fig tree; it has stripped off their bark and thrown it down; their branches are made
white. 8 Lament like a virgin wearing sackcloth for the bridegroom of her youth. ? The grain offering
and the drink offering are cut off from the house of the Lord. The priests mourn, the ministers of
the Lord. '° The fields are destroyed, the ground mourns, because the grain is destroyed, the wine
dries up, the oil languishes. "' Be ashamed, O tillers of the soil; wail, O vinedressers, for the wheat
and the barley, because the harvest of the field has perished. 2 The vine dries up; the fig tree
languishes. Pomegranate, palm, and apple, all the trees of the field are dried up, and gladness
dries up from the children of man. * Put on sackcloth and lament, O priests; wail, O ministers of the
altar. Go in, pass the night in sackcloth, O ministers of my God! Because grain offering and drink
offering are withheld from the house of your God. '* Consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly.
Gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land to the house of the Lord your God, and cry out
to the Lord. - Joel 1:1-14

“| just don’t know where to turn!”

God allows devastation so He can lead His people to restoration:
e Job
e Joseph
e Naomi
® The nation of Israel

Tell of your failures.

' The word of the Lord that came to Joel, the son of Pethuel: 2 Hear this, you elders; give ear, all
inhabitants of the land! Has such a thing happened in your days, or in the days of your fathers? 3
Tell your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and their children to another
generation. * What the cutting locust left, the swarming locust has eaten. What the swarming locust
left, the hopping locust has eaten, and what the hopping locust left, the destroying locust has
eaten. - Joel 1:1-4
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What the imagery of the four locusts means:
e Cutting locust - begins the damage by gnawing at the crops
e Swarming locust — arrives in massive numbers
* Hopping locust — continues devouring what remains
e Destroying locust - finishes off anything left

The land was stripped layer by layer until nothing remained.
Stop pursuing worldly pleasures.

> Awake, you drunkards, and weep, and wail, all you drinkers of wine, because of the sweet
wine, for it is cut off from your mouth. ¢ For a nation has come up against my land, powerful and
beyond number; its teeth are lions' teeth, and it has the fangs of a lioness. 7 It has laid waste my
vine and splintered my fig tree; it has stripped off their bark and thrown it down; their branches
are made white. ” It has laid waste my vine and splintered my fig tree; it has stripped off their
bark and thrown it down; their branches are made white. ® Lament like a virgin wearing
sackcloth for the bridegroom of her youth. ? The grain offering and the drink offering are cut off
from the house of the Lord. The priests mourn, the ministers of the Lord. - Joel 1: 5-9

God cannot renew us unless we recognize the ruin we have created.

For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.
- Hebrews 12:6

Live joyfully.

' The fields are destroyed, the ground mourns, because the grain is destroyed, the wine dries
up, the oil languishes. "' Be ashamed, O tillers of the soil; wail, O vinedressers, for the wheat
and the barley, because the harvest of the field has perished. '? The vine dries up; the fig tree
languishes. Pomegranate, palm, and apple, all the trees of the field are dried up, and gladness
dries up from the children of man. - Joel 1:10-12

The locusts had exposed something much deeper; they forgot God was the giver of all things.
Their joy wasn’t rooted in God; it was based in their prosperity.
Find a heart of repentance.

13 Put on sackcloth and lament, O priests; wail, O ministers of the altar. Go in, pass the night in
sackcloth, O ministers of my God! Because grain offering and drink offering are withheld from
the house of your God. " Consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly. Gather the elders and all
the inhabitants of the land to the house of the Lord your God, and cry out to the Lord

- Joel 1:13-14.
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Repentance is changing your mind and heart that leads to a change of direction.
God always leaves a door open for His people to come home.

Repentance is not punishment.

Repentance isn't the end of the story it's the beginning of God rebuilding us.

Renewal is possible in the midst of ruin.
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