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DO YOU LOVE ME? | JOHN 21:15-19
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When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” "® He said to
him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love
you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” ' He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love
me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord,
you know everything; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. '® Truly, truly, | say to
you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old,
you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” "
(This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him,
“Follow me.” - John 21:15-19

“Do you love me?”

Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the
sea, for they were fishermen. 7 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you become fishers of
men.” '® And immediately they left their nets and followed him. ' And going on a little farther, he saw James
the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 2° And immediately he
called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him.

- Mark 1:16-20

To love Jesus is to follow Jesus.
And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” - John 21:19
Jesus removes the barriers.

Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's house, and Peter was following at
a distance. ° And when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter
sat down among them. 5 Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at him, said,
“This man also was with him."” - Luke 22:54-56

Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. - Hebrews 12:14
Jesus restores us to serve.

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than
these?"” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said
to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that |
love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you
love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him,
“Lord, you know everything; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.” - John 21:15-17

lexingtonbaptist.org/live



Lexington

Baptist Church

Peter leads the church through God's Word — Acts 1
Immediately after Jesus' ascension, Peter takes leadership among the believers.

In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and said,

¢ “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David
concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 7 For he was numbered among us and
was allotted his share in this ministry.” ' (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness,
and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. ' And it became known to all
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of
Blood.)? For it is written in the Book of Psalms, “May his camp become desolate, and let there be no one to
dwell in it”: and “Let another take his office.” - Acts 1:15-20

Peter leads the church by proclaiming the Gospel — Acts 2
Peter shepherds the church through opposition — Acts 3 & 4
Peter protects the purity of the church — Acts 5

Peter expands the church's mission — Acts 10

Jesus reminds us of the cost.

Truly, truly, | say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but
when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not
want to go.” " (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he
said to him, “"Follow me.” - John 21:18-19

If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. - Luke 9:23

What the world calls defeat, Jesus calls glorious.

Following Jesus will cost us something. Refusing to follow Him will cost us far more.

lexingtonbaptist.org/live



