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How will we respond when God calls us to a mission we would never choose?
God’s purpose bids us leave our comfort for our calling.

Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, > “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and
call out against it, for their evil has come up before me.” * But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of
the Lord. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went down into it,
to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord. * But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea,
and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship threatened to break up. - Jonah 1:1-4

Resisting God’s direction leads to confrontation.

Now the day before Saul came, the LORD had revealed to Samuel: **“Tomorrow about this time | will send to you
a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be prince over my people Israel. He shall save my
people from the hand of the Philistines. For | have seen my people because their cry has come to me.”
-1Samuel 9:15-16

Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has also rejected you from being king. - 1 Samuel 15:23b

Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried out to his god. And they hurled the cargo that was in the ship into
the sea to lighten it for them. But Jonah had gone down into the inner part of the ship and had lain down and was
fast asleep.® So the captain came and said to him, “What do you mean, you sleeper? Arise, call out to your god!
Perhaps the god will give a thought to us, that we may not perish.” - Jonah 1:5-6

What we worship when it’s calm must save us in the storm.

But in the time of their trouble they say, “Arise and save us!” * But where are your gods that you made for
yourself? Let them arise, if they can save you, in your time of trouble; for as many as your cities are your gods,
O Judah. - Jeremiah 2:27b-28

And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may know on whose account this evil has come
upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. ® Then they said to him, “Tell us on whose account this evil
has come upon us. What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? And of what
people are you?” ?And he said to them, “l am a Hebrew, and | fear the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea
and the dry land.” ** Then the men were exceedingly afraid and said to him, “What is this that you have done!” For
the men knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the Lord, because he had told them. ** Then they said to
him, “What shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down for us?” For the sea grew more and more
tempestuous. *He said to them, “Pick me up and hurl me into the sea; then the sea will quiet down for you, for |
know it is because of me that this great tempest has come upon you.” **Nevertheless, the men rowed hardto get
back to dry land, but they could not, for the sea grew more and more tempestuous against them. - Jonah 1:7-13
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The outcome of resistance is desperation.

But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream
that you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother and your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground
before you?” ** And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in mind. - Genesis 37:10-11

Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits. Then we will say that a fierce animal has devoured
him, and we will see what will become of his dreams. - Genesis 37:20

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be
kept alive, as they are today. - Genesis 50:20

Therefore they called out to the Lord, “O Lord, let us not perish for this man’s life, and lay not on us innocent
blood, for you, O Lord, have done as it pleased you.” ** So they picked up Jonah and hurled him into the sea, and
the sea ceased from its raging. ' Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice to the
Lord and made vows. - Jonah 1:14-16

The outcome of submission is deliverance.

And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and
three nights. - Jonah 1:17

Jonah didn’t know the fish was coming!
What if your time on earth ended today and you never decided to follow the Lord Jesus Christ?
And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow

me. **For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. > For what
does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself? - Luke 9:23-25
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